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CALL FOR PAPERS 
 
The Africa Business and Entrepreneurship Research Society (ABERS), the 
Institut panafricain de la gouvernance économique et financière (IPAGEF) and 
the CEDIMES Institute USA, in collaboration with Université Laval’s Faculty of 
Business Administration and other partner institutions, are organizing the 10th 
edition of the Africa Business Conference to be held from May 19 to 22, 2021 at 
Université Laval, in Québec City, Canada. 
 
Authors are invited to submit original unpublished manuscripts covering topics 
related to business, entrepreneurship and governance in Africa. Submitted 
papers may cover a single country, comparisons between various countries, as 
well as transborder business or entrepreneurship. Case studies are also 
welcome. 
 
Papers drafted in English or French will be considered for presentation.   



PAPER TOPICS 
 
Papers may address (but are not limited to) the following topics: 

• Foundations promoting entrepreneurship in Africa 
• Governance issues related to business development in Africa 
• Impact of COVID-19 on entrepreneurship and business development in 

Africa 
• Foreign Direct Investments and government promotion of 

entrepreneurship in Africa 
• Connecting research and entrepreneurship in Africa 
• Language, culture and entrepreneurship 
• Doing business in Africa: public policy options for a business-enabling 

environment 
• Development of Space Technology and its business applications in Africa 
• Entrepreneurship and healthcare 
• Entrepreneurship and technology 
• Entrepreneurship and clean energy 
• Entrepreneurship and social justice 
• Entrepreneurship and processing of raw materials  
• Intercultural communication and business 
• Business education and foreign languages 
• University partnerships and entrepreneurs 
• Entrepreneurship education 
• Business incubation/accelerators 
• Business financing: venture capital, private equity, banks, capital markets, 

angel investors, crowdfunding, microfinance, SRI, etc. 
• Chinese and Indian business engagement with Africa 
• The Diaspora investment, remittances and entrepreneurship 
• Small and medium-sized enterprises and microenterprises 
• Social entrepreneurship 
• Gender, youth and entrepreneurship 
• Rural entrepreneurship 
• Marketing, HR or supply chain management 
• Leadership strategy in business  
• Innovation in small business   
• SMEs and international business 
• Any other topics of interest for this conference 

 
The best papers will receive an excellence award and selected papers will be 
published in Transnational Corporations Review (TNCR).  
 
Please go to the conference website (www.fsa.ulaval.ca/2021-abers) for more 
details on the presentation guidelines for abstracts and full papers.   

http://www.fsa.ulaval.ca/2021-abers


 
IMPORTANT DATES 
 
Abstract submission deadline: January 31, 2021 
Reduced registration fee payment deadline: March 14, 2021 
Full paper submission deadline: April 5, 2021 
Conference dates: May 19 to 22, 2021 
 
Submit your Abstracts 

 
 
 
CONFERENCE ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
 
Committee Chair 

Prof. Issouf SOUMARÉ 
Vice President in charge of ABERS conferences 
Co-President, IPAGEF  
Faculty of Business Administration, Université Laval, Québec, Canada 
Tel.: 1-418-656-3423 
Email: conference@africabusiness.org or Issouf.Soumare@fsa.ulaval.ca  

 
Committee Co-Chairs 

• Prof. Charles ADJASI 
Vice President, ABERS 
University of Stellenbosch Business School, Cape Town, South Africa 

• Prof. Elie CHRYSOSTOME 
Director, CEDIMES Institute USA 
State University of New York– Plattsburgh, Plattsburg, United States 

• Prof. Patricia CUMMINS 
President, ABERS 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, United States 

• Prof. Charles MOUMOUNI 
Co-President, IPAGEF 
Université Laval, Québec, Canada 

 
Other Committee Members 

• Prof. Van R. WOOD 
Vice President, ABERS 
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, United States 

• Prof. Pierre YOUROUGOU 
Executive Secretary, ABERS 
Institut national polytechnique Houphouët-Boigny (INPHB), 
Yamoussoukro, Côte d’Ivoire 
 

https://applications.fsa.ulaval.ca/cfp/select.aspx?e=14
mailto:conference@africabusiness.org
mailto:Issouf.Soumare@fsa.ulaval.ca


• Dr. Noufel GHIFFI 
Université Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech, Morocco 

• Dr. Hugues KOUADIO 
École nationale supérieure de statistique et d’économie appliquée 
(ENSEA), Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 

• Dr. Evelyn ODONKOR 
Vice President, ABERS 
American University of Paris and Université Paris Dauphine, Paris, France 

 
 
 
 
PARTNERS 
 

- Africa Business and Entrepreneurship Research Society (ABERS) 
- Institut panafricain de la gouvernance économique et financière (IPAGEF) 
- CEDIMES Institute USA 
- Delaware State University, Dover, United States 
- École nationale supérieure de statistique et d’économie appliquée 

(ENSEA), Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire 
- Faculty of Business Administration, Université Laval, Québec, Canada 
- Institut national polytechnique Houphouët-Boigny, Yamoussoukro,  

Côte d'Ivoire 
- Makerere University Business School, Kampala, Uganda 
- State University of New York–Plattsburgh, Plattsburg, United States 
- State University of New York–Oswego, Oswego, United States 
- Université Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech, Morocco 
- Université Paris Dauphine, Paris, France 
- University of Edinburgh Business School, Edinburgh, United Kingdom 
- University of Stellenbosch Business School, Cape Town, South Africa 
- Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, United States 
- Whitman School of Management at Syracuse University, Syracuse,  

United States 
- Wilfrid Laurier University, Waterloo, Canada 
- Wits Business School, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg,  

South Africa 
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